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May 31st, 2019, 

Dear Valdez Families: 

As we close out the 2018-19 school year, I want to thank you for making my first year as superintendent a 
success. This year, a total of 50 students earned their diploma from Valdez City Schools. 

Many people, most importantly, our families and educators, have supported these students along their 
journey from kindergarten to graduation. Our graduates are leaving us prepared and ready to participate in a 
democracy, positively improve our community, and enter a career or extend their education. I hope they are 
also leaving our district fulfilled, connected, and thriving. 

Together, as a system of schools, we have accomplished great things this year. Some of just a few 
accomplishment highlights: 

• Our athletes had incredible competitive seasons leading them to state. 
• Technology was leveraged for more efficient operations and communications – School Messenger, 

Quick Tips, and PowerSchool online registration.  
• We developed plans to allocate resources better, plan the environments in which instruction is 

delivered, and to evaluate outcomes. 
• Intentional and purposeful professional development opportunities were coordinated  
• Operational efficiencies were increased to reduced expenses. 
• Window renovation project at the elementary and ADA bathrooms were completed 
• K-12 Science and elementary math instructional program materials were purchased after reviewing 

the best education practices. 
• Districtwide goals were developed by the school board, setting us on a course for the future. 

Thank you to our families, the City of Valdez, our community based partners, HHES PTA, labor partners, 
and many others who helped our schools and the district make so many gains. 

We will be working hard over the summer to prepare for a great 2019-20 school year. Our staff will be 
preparing classrooms, participating in trainings, and creating the conditions for student success. We look 
forward to greeting your child on the first day of school (August 20th for 1st -12th grade and August 
26th for PreK–K), getting to know you better and partnering to ensure your child’s story, strengths, and 
needs are understood and supported. 

It is a privilege to serve you, your child, and this district. If you ever have questions, please feel free to 
contact me anytime.   

Sincerely, 

 
Shawn Arnold  
Superintendent of Schools 
Valdez City Schools 
 




